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UM NARROWS SEARCH FOR NEW PROVOST 
MISSOULA—
Finalists for the position of provost and vice president for academic affairs at The 
University of Montana have been selected, and the candidates will be visiting the Missoula 
campus this month.
The three finalists are James Coleman, vice chancellor for research and professor of 
biological sciences at the University of Missouri-Columbia; William Fritz, associate provost 
for academic programs and professor of geology at Georgia State University, Atlanta; and 
James Pratt, dean of the School of Arts and Sciences and professor of biology at Clarkson 
University in Potsdam, N.Y.
The UM provost and vice president for academic affairs is the University’s senior 
executive officer after President George Dennison and will serve as the chief administrator for 
all academic activities.
The public is invited to meet the three candidates at the following campus forums:
■ Friday, Dec. 8: William Fritz, 11 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. Both forums will be held 
in the University Center Theater.
■ Monday, Dec. 11: James Coleman, 11 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. Both forums will be
-more-
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held in the University Center Theater.
■ Wednesday, Dec. 13: James Pratt, 10:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. The 10:30 a.m. 
forum will be held in the University Center Theater. The 1:30 p.m. forum will 
be held in the University Center North Ballroom.
A search committee of faculty members, staff, students and administrators, including 
representatives from UM-Western, Montana Tech of UM and the Helena College of 
Technology, selected finalists for the position from a pool of more than 130 applicants.
“The committee is very pleased with the quality of the candidates that we’re bringing to 
campus,” said UM Vice President for Research and Development Daniel Dwyer, who served 
as chair of the search committee.
Further information about the candidates is available online at 
http: / / www. umt. edu/pro vostsearch.
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